are to be led to the head of the Virginia reel;
ladies with shoes, and without stockings, are
considered in the second rank; ladies without
shoes or stockings you will lead, gentlemen, to
the foot of the country dance!" Such was a
grand military ball in Oswego County in 1808-9.

About this time occurred an amusing incident
of their raw young mess-servant, fresh from
Ireland: "A table-cloth had taken fire and was
in full blaze; Paddy was at the moment filling
a teapot from an ample kettle in his hand. ' Pour
the water on the table!' called out one of the
officers. ' Sure, the wather is hot, your honor!'
exclaimed Paddy, in great dismay, holding the
kettle at a very safe distance from the blazing
cloth, and his face such a picture of helpless
despair as to make Mr. Cooper heartily laugh
at every after-thought of it."

The passing of thirty or more years made
of this light-hearted young midshipman a well-
known writer, with the purpose that his next
book should tell of this unforgettable region of
the great lakes. He wished to- bring into it the
sailors and Indians as, by coming in close con-
tact with them, " he knew their personalities and
characteristics." Then, forest scenes without
[ 58]uth in the Stirling days of yore, wrote, after
